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There is little need fo establish here the im-
portance of Japan's nireraft industry to her war
effort. Both in day-to-day tactical applications
and in plans for a final all-out “Kamikaze” de-
fense of the homelund, the high command counted

Obviously, it was of vital importance to them to
keep new aircraft flowing from factories to opera-
tional units and to our interest to disrupt that
flow. It was not chance, therefore, that ear-
marked Japan's nircraft industry as the number
one target for our bombers,

ar shor!

in aircraft deliveries. In 1941, 5,088 planes (more
than four times the 1936 output) were made avail-
able to the military forces. But the real expan-
sion, the “all-out’ national effort, came during
the war years, 1042 to 1044, Nearly six times
as many airplancs rolled off the lines in 1044
as in 1941. The effort was even greater than
the figures indicate, because the aircraft in-
creased in weight and improyed in performance,
and because the ratio of combat types to trainers
and transports went up, Of the 28,180 produced
in the peak year, 1044, three-fourths were combat
types. .

THE JAPANESE AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY BIAMAIZEHEEESE
P.1 (771)L%&M-1013 ROLL-19_0026) Part | SUMMARY $5—& £

[Obviously, it was of vital importance to the Japanese to keep new aircraft
flowing from factories to operational units and to the interest of us
It was not chance, therefore, that
earmarked Japan’ s aircraft industry as the number one target for our

Americans to disrupt that flow.

bombers.]
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